1970/01/00 


£ ARTMENT OF STATE 


X* 


Jan 1970 - 


• . 

Statistics on Civil ian Casualties in the War in South Viet-Nam 


As YJf have stated earlier, we do not have, nor is there any way 
of obtaining, a reliable figure on the number of civilians killed •• 
or wounded in the war. The following statistics are the only 
ones of which we are aware that bear on the problem. ; 

• Admissions of Vietn amese civilians to South Vietnamese 
gnd US Military hospit als due to war-related caus es (since ’ 
&iug^i967). As of October 31, 1969, AID/ Washington, 

. the official custodian of these figures, carried 195, 583. 

AID /Saigon carried 198, 338 and publicly .released this 

' ' *v? U J- e i 0n ^ ecem ^ er 3, 1969. AID/ Washington has queried 
the field on the discrepancy and is awaiting reply. New 


November 30. 




2 , Civilia i L_victims of V iet Con g terrorism since 1965. as of 
Decem ber 31. 1969: “ “ ^ ■■ 
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Killed : 19,157* * 

Abduct 3d: 32,174* 
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1^67, nearly 36, 000 civilians nave been wounded in 

acts of Viet Cong terrorism. ’ •"* . ... 
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♦excludes data for February 1961, for which no reliable 

.statistics are available. The C-.VN claimed that .7, *00 ' 

. ' civilians were killed in the Tet offensive of February 19 6i 

• * 
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Qiyjliga deaths due to e nemy attacks o n population centers 
hgwe been reporte d since November 1968 throucrh milit ary 
channels. As of Dec ember 31, 1969, this total was 700 . ' 



